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The ‘Third Asia-Pacific Forest Sector Outlook Study’ (APFSOS-III),! launched in June 2019 at the Asia-Pacific
Forestry Week in South Korea, highlighted two important areas of concern for the forest sector in the region:
primary forests and forest technologies.

First, of the region’s 723 million hectares of forest, only 19 percent (140 million hectares) is primary, which is much
lower than the global average (32 percent), and this share is still declining. The conservation of primary forests
and the sustainable management of other naturally regenerated forests are urgently needed to safeguard
biodiversity, ecosystem services and the quality and health of the physical environment in the Asia-Pacific region.

Second, it is critical to improve our understanding of the opportunities and challenges for sustainable forest
management associated with the application of innovative technologies in the forest sector, including Information
and Communication Technologies (ICTs), processing technologies, and new wood-based products.

As a follow-up of APFSOS-III, and under the impetus of the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission (APFC), FAO and
CIFOR, lead center of the CGIAR research programme on Forests, Trees and Agroforestry (FTA), worked two
inter-related roadmaps? for the Asia-Pacific region on: (i) primary forest conservation and (i) innovative forest
technologies, including key recommendations on policy and concrete actions. These roadmaps, informed by
science, have been developed through a participative process involving key regional stakeholders and technical
experts and include a substantial participation of students and young professionals.

This side-event will present the main findings of these two roadmaps and aim at discussing with stakeholders the
key recommendations emerging from this work and how to move forward with implementation.
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AGENDA

Welcome speech

Sheila Wertz-Kanounnikoff
12:00-12:05 | Senior Forestry Officer and Secretary of the Asia-Pacific
Forestry Commission, FAO-RAP

Robert Nasi
Managing Director, CIFOR-ICRAF

Asia-Pacific roadmaps: introduction to the process

12:05-12:15 | yincent Gitz
Director, CIFOR-ICRAF/FTA
Primary forest conservation
12:15-12:30

Yves Laumonier
Senior Scientist, CIRAD

Innovative forest technologies

12:30-12:45 | James Roshetko
Senior Scientist, CIFOR-ICRAF

12:45-12:55 Q&A session with the audience

Next steps: implementation of the roadmap

Luke Bulkeley

Director, Plantations and Innovation, Australian Govt, Dept of Agriculture,
Water and the Environment

Panel discussion | Chaired by Vincent Gitz

With: Oyunsanaa Byambasuren, Sheila Wertz-Kanounnikoff, Robert Nasi, Yves
Laumonier, James Roshetko and a representative from the youth

12:55-13:25

Conclusions and way forward

Oyunsanaa Byambasuren
Director General of the Department of Forest Policy and Coordination,
13:25-13:30 | Govt of Mongolia; Chair of the APFC

Sheila Wertz-Kanounnikoff
Senior Forestry Officer and Secretary of the Asia-Pacific
Forestry Commission, FAO-RAP
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