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Abstract A

e |Inter- & Transdisci o lina ry researc h a pproac hes Remcoha e g 0 o g e e stk

work coniributes to positive change and helps solve pressing socletal challenges. There s a sim-
ultaneous trend towards more engaged tranadisciplinary regearch that k2 complexity-sware and
appreciates that change happens through systems transformation, not only through technologic-
[ ] C O _ge n e ra t e d k n O W I e d ge al innovatlon. Appropriate evaluation approaches are needed to evidence research impact and g
genaerate leaming for contineal improvement. This is challenging in any research field, but espe- X
clally for resesrch that crosses disciplinary boundaries and intervenes in complex syatems.
Moreover, evaluation challenges at the project scale are compounded at the programme scale. —
. The Forest, Trees and Agroferestry (FTA) research programme serves as an example of this evo- =
. M u t I e a Ct O rs ro C e S S e S lution in research approach and the resulting evaluation challenges. FTA research is responding
to the demand for greater impact with more engaged ressarch following multiple pathways.
Howewver, research impact assessment in the CGIAR (Consultative Group on International
M Agricultural Resessrch) was developed in 8 technology-centric context where counterfactual :
() M It approaches of eausal inference (experimental and guasi-experimentall predominste. Relying =
u I p e l I l p a C a Wa ys solely on such approaches i inappropriste for evaluating research contributions that target policy T
and institutional change and systems transformation. instesd, we propose a multifeceted, mutti- =
scale, theory-based evaluation approach. This includes nested project- and programme-scale the- A
- - - - ories of change (ToCsl; research quality assessment: theory-basad outcome evaluations to 8
[ ] H I Sto r O te C n O O - Ce n t rI C I m a Ct a SS e SS m e n t I n CG I A R empirically test ToCs and assess policy, institutional, and practice influence; experimental and 2
quasi-experimental impact of FTA-informed ‘large n' innovations; ex anfe impact assessment to g
estimate potential impacts at scale: and logically and plausibly linking programme-level out- g
comes to secondary data on development and conservation statis. -
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Presentation Notes
From the start, FTA MELIA had research and MEL functions
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Engagement and Learning
occurs-throughout all stages of the project/program)
— S

KASREB = knowledge, attitudes, skills, relationships, &for behaviour
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- Training and support for scientists in Outcome Mapping, Outcomes Framework, Theory of Change
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Defining and assessing research
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Quality of Research for Development

in the CGIAR Context
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Presentation Notes
Systematic review on definitions and measure of research quality in inter- and transdisciplinary research
Developed QAF
Used by CGIAR ISDC to develop QoR4D approach
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Theory-Based Research Evaluation

Nk bl 5K 7 [ V0] HEIIRR

Condsnta livie svsilabls st Sowsncallrsct

Methodsx

journal homspege: waw. sl wsvisr.comilocstsimes

Mo thond] Article

A refined method for theory-based evaluation of
the societal impacts of research -

Hrian M. Belcher"", Rachel Davel”, Rachel Clans"

* sty Rt s, Prosn, ol of Sl bl Siadies, Rl ol Ui
Vickarks VIl P, Comsicks
v e T b Peseviey Beegsck, PP B G011 BRI, Srger MWW Sboresen

ABRRTE ALY

Wiih hugh amd mmrcomg oxpEoulaiono o eccand o have woual and oy [Ty
n 4 oTopondng ool lor ui meihod o demonsizats (lor sccounisbbiy) and analyec Clon
leaming] whether ol howm resessch pojers coniribese o change precesses. Fvalation b egorially
ahalbengerg fo probdom onoied  peeach thel cogplns oier ad Desdieipboary  apgroascies ad
iIRErrveRe e @ cnmpkee cpmreme wherr coperimenrad and coreteal approscies o ocsueal nferener e
iapnnepriase  inorsd heong b ceoliimkes can he opgdied oo slencify and ver csssal e
his paper goesonrs o desailod caplanarssn of rhee Critoeme Fealie o sppioaed apdicd in Scloer o all
(B01% ) It draws on conorpin. aad approsches uerd intheory-boed program evalustscn and t5e more hmeed
suwprrerae of theory-Bacd resarch aalinaren, d a hriel aff o prial arnenErie and
hmtatsns ol ot moibeds, The paper ol siop by Mop puslame oo appinaes ol the dulcemc
Ervaluaron approsch, dotuling how (o documont 3 theory of change: dosermss dats needs amd sourco:
walieary dostal manage s seddyee dara ] sd peecent findmgs This approach. peoyides 3 dlear conrepmial and
Iyl Tiainniveosh i acdilion Do st spod sl il pallreay aiabrsce Tof e peoiishen m the
ameraErnenr o SERCTETY
specifeally, thes CRRO e Faalicaneon Jpgmach:

o UninepEikalines ieseanrh withdn g coameples s i e ies oy neongrnid ees v node ol e aonees cora e, and
cAliael P,

= Liilizrs 3 dietailed scncr-comorrd cheary of change [Ted) at che amalyticall framiesserk and

= Explicriby cais 2 sct ol st ik rel I prr S ACULpULs and SUILDITCE.

0 B0 The Author(z]. Mublisbed by Hsovecr BV, This & ss open sooes articke usder the OC Y bomss [hepsy
| [ o e ey

ol anfuhe b (o ol e TR B e s A T T L
pmrmlue b
P v cbersne |n s e b i gt sl o e { B el Bk Bt ), m Bl ooy et o [H Ll

[P FUITE N RS PR ) Mo BT

B! o Loy 10 101G s TSSO P &
ATA5- GG MG B0 The Ambor]. Pulskes by Cioevier BV This I 0 spn s arke e the OO I Bossse (hipsy

s e e e v b e ey B3]

5

OR

v bas o 8

e
RO L I iy
T s e

gk ks ek o i o aky 0
e A e e e s, e e -

|'.';|'nfnr -:I:r'l.' CoTcessions
[SICCESS]

Alliance

72 zﬁqu catieC @ cirad

an
EP S A |y T R .
Inl=pemard Bl s amd et

Lanl R et

e Pl bl et ' mm

ook Tatygt ety

W FTR
T

= awg

51 v 4
i VidieS

[T TR R T e TRrL Y T TR | P LT E YA [T A T P
ke ware = wT il A Qnnal rArRanTT IgrATIme
b e B, L LR o B

i

Evaluation Re";'mr

0il Palm Portfol

Stahsholder percaptions of scientific nowlsdgs
In polloy procosses: A Perundlan oase-study
af Parestey polloy dewelapmaint

ik P Awrviar aod Drisn M. Buiches

Nl i .

gy s o g 1
Abra

Bomian verdis il bl b e Lol i s e T i
et b el

mcrmn P ot 8 s e o e |



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Used theory-based-evaluation to do a series of Outcome Evaluations
Published Method
Composite ToC approach for oil palm, integrated outcome evaluations
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Estimating Impacts

1. Deforestation: 25.7 million ha to 133.4 million ha of forests under
enhanced protection (up to 125.4 Gt CO2)

2. Degraded land: 1.8 million ha to 34.4 million ha under restoration;
1.4 mto 511.5 m tonnes CO2 sequestered

3. Unsustainable Land Use Practices: 59.5 million ha to 204 million
ha bte_tter managed via improved policy, monitoring and management
practices

4. Persistent Rural Poverty: 5.1 million people to 19 million people
directly or indirectly aided to reduce vulnerablility and exit poverty

5. Rising Demand for Nutritious Food: 1.12M to 3.43M people
provided with additional means to improve their food and nutritional
security; potential to save 2.17 million disability-adjusted life years
(DALYS) resulting from deficiencies in dietary iron and vitamin
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Conclusions/Key messages

1. Scope to Improve Solutions-Oriented Design and Implementation
« Strengthen strategic focus and coordination (thematic and geographic)
» Use ToC in planning, monitoring, management and evaluation
« Systems analysis and engagement
» Use multiple impact pathways and mechanisms

* Apply QoR4D principles »
2. Good Progress in Theory-based Research Evaluation
» Need better use of theory
» Clearer, better specified assumptions
T
3. Need Improved Monitoring and Data-Management

« Systematic project documentation
* Linked to MELIA

4. Actively Test ToC and Assumptions
= from experience what works and what does not work in R4D
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Presentation Notes
Coordination is always challenging with bilateral funding, but even with “core” funding, continual attention needed to both focus and coordination. Use of ToC and QoR4D principles help guide design, monitoring, management and learning. The few projects that really used ToC showed good results./
We have developed, tested and improved methods for theory-based research evaluation. Work needed to improve application of theory and better specification of assumptions
Need good records of project activities and outputs, partnerships and engagement; ensure that terms and concepts are consistent with MELIA; build M&E data into project reporting
We are developing new approaches to use research to support transformative change; we need to be scientific in doing it and in learning from the experience.
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