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Puerto Princesa Subterranean River Natural Park
Puerto Princesa City, Palawan, Philippines

• Ancestral Domain of the Tagbanua and the Batak
• 22,064.17 ha Protected Area
• Key Biodiversity Area, World Heritage Site, Ramsar Site
• Prominent ecotourism destination
• Environmentally Critical Areas Network (ECAN)

Mt. Bulanjao, 
Southern Palawan, Philippines

• Ancestral Domain of the 
Pala’wan Tribe

• Key Biodiversity Area, critical 
forest ecosystem

• Mineral Production Sharing 
Agreement (MPSA)

• Environmentally Critical 
Areas Network (ECAN)

Philippines 

Palawan Island



3Flowchart for Tier 1 image processing and supervised classification for forest change cover analysis

SAMPLING DESIGN

• Ground truth survey, including foot patrols and 
drone sampling

• Focus Group Discussions and Key Informant 
Interviews

• Forest Change Detection Analysis

Example of reference plots drawn along the established transects lines from 
the Ground Truth Surveys.



RESULTS

Forest loss in Mt. 
Bulanjao is 
severe between 
2000 and 2017



Forest and Local Communities 
in West Mt. Bulanjao

Aerial view of the land 
post-kaingin.

RESULTS

Communities in Mt. 
Bulanjao are highly 
dependent on forest 
resources



Forest cover change in  
Puerto Princesa
Subterranean River National 
Park between 2009 and 2019

Forest loss: 821.22 ha

Forest gain: 732.07 ha

Degraded forests: 1,717 ha

PA size: 22,064.17 ha
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